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Eelgrass Legal Protection

• Special Aquatic Site under the Clean 
Water Act
– No Significant Degradation
– No Net Loss

• Water Quality needs to support eelgrass 
growth and survival



Seagrass Restoration/Mitigation

• Seeding

• Transplanting of seedlings

• Transplanting of adult shoots
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Challenges to Restoration

• Labor intensive, expensive
• Many attempts, few documented success 

stories
• Proper site selection
• Bioturbation
• Limited post-transplant monitoring
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